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Richard H. Prickett, a Pemberton Township Councilman and 
retired science teacher, joins Pinelands Commission 

 
NEW LISBON -- The New Jersey Pinelands Commission welcomed Richard H. Prickett of 
Pemberton Township, Burlington County, as he attended his first meeting as a Commission 
member today. 
 
Governor Chris Christie nominated Prickett to fill one of seven gubernatorial seats on the 
Commission, and the nomination was approved by the state Senate on Monday. 
 
"I am very proud and humbled to have been selected to be a Pinelands Commissioner," Prickett 
said. "I think it is important that future generations of people can experience the natural beauty 
and history of the Pinelands the way I have for most of my life. The Pinelands is one of the many 
natural wonders that make New Jersey a great place to live. I look forward to serving on the 
Commission, listening to citizens' points of view and finding ways to solve the challenges that 
come before the body in ways that sustains our way of life in the Pinelands." 
 
"We're very appreciative of the Governor's appointment of Richard Prickett," said Nancy 
Wittenberg, the Commission's Executive Director. "Mr. Prickett will provide the Commission 
with a wealth of knowledge about the Pinelands, and we're pleased to have him on board as we 
continue to carry out our mission to protect the region's unique resources." 
 
Prickett has been a member of the Pemberton Township Council since 2002. He served as 
Council President in 2002 and 2006 and was a member of the township's Planning Board from 
2003-2005. Prickett retired in 2006 after teaching high school science in the Lakewood School 
District in Ocean County for 26 years. There, he taught advanced placement biology, 
environmental science, physical science and chemistry. Prickett was named the Lakewood 
Township Teacher of the Year in 2004, and he was recognized by the Pinelands Preservation 
Alliance as an outstanding Pinelands educator in 2005. Since 2003, Prickett has served as a 
Trustee on the Whitesbog Preservation Trust since 2003, and he is currently President of the 
Trust's Board. 
 
Prickett holds a bachelor's degree in Life Sciences from Rutgers University and an associate's 
degree in Psychology from Burlington County College. He fills a seat on the Commission that 
has been vacant since former Chairperson Betty Wilson resigned in October 2008. 
 
The Pinelands Commission is a state agency that oversees land-use, development and natural  
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resource protection in the million-acre Pinelands Area, which covers part or all of 53 
municipalities in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester and Ocean 
counties. The Pinelands is home to an aquifer system that contains an estimated 17-trillion 
gallons of water, and it provides habitat for more than 1,300 plant and animal species, including 
135 rare species. 
 
The Commission consists of 15 members: seven appointed by the Governor of New Jersey, one 
appointed by each of the seven Pinelands counties and one appointed by the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior. Members of the Commission serve staggered, three-year terms and do not receive 
compensation for their service. 
 
*** ATTENTION EDITORS: A digital photo of Richard Prickett can be obtained by contacting 
Paul Leakan at (609) 894-7300.   
 

 
 
Above: Deputy Attorney General Helene Chudzik (left) administered the oath of office to 
Richard Prickett, who stands next to his wife, Denise Prickett (right). 
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